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Article Text:

Countless memories are nestled in the woods of this historic Boy Scout camp along the Upper
Manatee River.

It's taken Col. B.J. "Red Dog" Maynard years to uncover several of them. He's spent hours poring
over records and interviewing former Boy Scouts who visited Camp Flying Eagle in its early days.

There are stories about the campground being invaded by wild hogs and goats in the 1930s and '40s
and the time troops buried the camp's pickup in 1966 because they no longer could fix it.

Maynard compiled the stories in a history book, "The Diamond on the Manatee," which will be sold
for Camp Flying Eagle's 75th anniversary.

Hundreds of Scouts, including former leaders and camp staff members, are expected to attend the Jan.
15 celebration. Participants will take a historic tour Maynard mapped out of the campground. The tour
will highlight 48 sites, some of which Scouts uncovered during recent excavation projects.

"It shows the early growth of the Boy Scouts when they were first developing their program before it
got to where we are today," he said.

Established in 1929, Camp Flying Eagle is one of the oldest Boy Scout camps in Florida, Maynard
said. Before then, Boy Scouts camped on private properties along the Braden River. The Manatee
County Boys Development Association bought 140 acres along the Manatee River in 1929. A local



farmer later donated 45 acres, increasing the campground to 185 acres.

Bradenton native Rick Langford went on his first Boy Scout camping trip at Camp Flying Eagle in
1966. He's revisited the camp over the years in various capacities, including as summer camp aquatics
director from 1976 to 1979.

"When I was a kid going out there, there was just so much you could do that you were in awe over
everything," said Langford, Southwest Florida Council's camp chairman.

He remembered going on canoe trips along the Manatee River and later overseeing them, participating
in swim meets and archery. But it was the camp's lush environment that sparked an interest in
Langford that later bloomed into a professional career in agriculture.

What makes Camp Flying Eagle unique, Langford said, is its range of ecosystems. There's access to
the Manatee River and various tree species.

"It's a great living laboratory for teaching conservation and forestry," he said.

Event organizers hope the celebration will attract longtime attendees and support for the camp, which
is becoming a rare commodity in an area booming with development.

The camp was in a state of neglect during the 1990s before the Southwest Florida Boy Scouts Council
entered an agreement in 2000 with Foundation for Dreams Inc., a nonprofit organization for children
with disabilities and chronic illnesses.

The partnership allowed the foundation to lease 10 acres to run its own summer camp, use existing
facilities and refurbish older buildings, according to the foundation's Web site.

Scout council spokeswoman Barbara Schropp said the camp never was in a dire state of disrepair, but
residents and fellow campers feared over the years that the council would sell the camp for new
development.

Schropp said she understands campers' concerns, but that the camp is not being considered for sale.

"It is prime real estate, as you can tell," Schropp said. "Everything has grown up around it, but there
are no offers that we are considering," she said.

Ralph Hauser, of Fort Myers, is looking forward to the celebration. Hauser joined Boy Scouts in 1940
at age 15 and has been involved in Scouting throughout his life. His grandsons are Eagle Scouts and
his two sons are members of the elite Order of the Arrow. He and his wife, Jackie, teach a hunter
safety program at the camp.

Hauser, 79, said he remained involved in Boy Scouts and Camp Flying Eagle because of the values
taught through the programs.

"We still think that people need to have somebody to teach them the right and wrong of doing things
and teach them how to be decent human beings," he said.



Interested?

What: Camp Flying Eagle's 75th anniversary celebration.

When: Campfire ceremony begins at noon Jan. 15; events continue throughout the afternoon and end
with an evening campfire ceremony.

Where: 16009 Upper Manatee River Road.

Activities: Tour the camp, view displays, watch re-enactments and historical presentations, participate
in Scouting activities, learn about the Southwest Florida Council's future plans and buy one-time 75th
anniversary patches.

Admission: Free.

Information: 746-3919.
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David Baety, 10, of Apopka, left, lines up for lunch next to Matthew Meador, 11, of Bradenton Troop
64, during the second Southwest Florida Council Winter Camp at Camp Flying Eagle on Dec. 30.
The camp is celebrating its 75th anniversary.
Co-Program Director Steve Martin, right, gets a hit while playing in the Scoutmasters vs. Staff
volleyball match Dec. 30 during the Southwest Florida Council Winter Camp at Camp Flying Eagle.
This year, 172 young men and adults, from Bradenton to Everglades City, attended the camp to
qualify for merit badges, camp, play games and socialize.
Tyler Dietzway, 11, and Gary Lindenauer, 13, both of Troop 64 in Bradenton, wait for the call to line
up for lunch.
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